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283 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES NR 21.02

Chapter NR 21
WISCONSIN-MINNESOTA BOUNDARY WATERS

NR 21.01 Purpose. NR 21.09 Carp as bait.
NR 21.015 License waiver . L
NR 21.02  Definitions. Subchapter Il — Commercial Fishing

NR 21.10 Boundary water restriction.
Subchapter | — Sport Fishing NR 21.1 Commercial fishing restrictions.
NR 21.03 Reciprocity sport fishing or spearing and dip netting.
NR 21.04  Sport fishing; seasons and limits. Subchapter IV — Turtles
NR 21.05  Sale of fish. NR21.13  Turtles.
NR 21.06 Sport fishing restrictions. .
NR 21.065  Fishing near dams. ﬁl%bgga&er V;aﬁse;c?r;g![igr?\g?f?:ﬁand turtles
NR 21.07 Ice fishing shelters. NR 2115 Fish refuges.
Subchapter Il — Minnows NR 21.16 Taking of fish by and for the department.
NR 21.08 Minnow nets and traps. NR 21.17 Conflicting rules.

Note: Chapter NR 21 as it existed on February 28, 1979, was repealed and a hgmrule of a turtle species which may be reduced to a perpog’
chapteNR 21 was createdfettive March 1, 1979. Corrections made under s. 13'9§essiorin a single da
(2m) (b) 7., Stats., Registefanuary1999, No. 517. g ) Yy . .
(4p) “Deadset gill net” means a gill net that is set and allowed
NR 21.01 Purpose. (1) This chapteralong with other tO catch fish without being moved and without constant net attend
applicablerules and statutes, regulates fishing in thisdahsin— anceby the operator

Minnesotaboundary waters. (5) Dressedish are fish with the head and viscera removed
(2) Therules contained in this chapter are not intended to, it the tail on. (29.041)
do they authorize, the sale or introduction into interstaer (5e) “Drift net” means a net of antypethat is not staked or

mercefor purposes of human consumption or use fish tédcen anchoredat one or both ends and is free to drift or move under the
the Wisconsin—Minnesota boundary watevkich fail to meet or influence of wind or water current, whether or not the net has
comply with food and drug administration (FDA) standards. constaninet attendance.
History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79. (5m) “Drive netting” means a method of operating a net so
i ) ) that the operator is in constant net attendaand uses boats,
NR 21.015 License waiver . (1) On the first Saturday and motors,oars, plungers or other devidescreate sound or vibra
consecutiveSunday of June each yeao fishing license is {ionsin the water so as to chase, move or drive fish in the direction
requiredto fish the Visconsin—Minnesota boundary waters.  of the net.

(2) Thelicense waiver of sub. (1) does not apply to commer (5t) “Drive set gill net’ means a gill net that is operateéith-

C'z! ft'Sh'an I'lqcen;seAre_(lqlilgr;mNer;t;sé £ 5-157; am. (1), Regisohpr out being moved and has constant net attendance.
istory: Cr. RegisterApril, , N0.376, ef. 5-1-87; am. (1), Registehpril, e Y N
1989,No. 400, eff 5-1-89; am. (1), RegisteMay, 1995, No. 473, &f6-1-95. (6) “Fisher” means any person engaged in fishing. (29.041)

(6g) “Gill net” has the meaning found in s. 29.522, Stats.

NR 21.02 Definitions. Except as otherwise specifically  (sm) “Hooking” means, as used in s. NR 21.13, any activity
definedin the statutes, ttfellowing terms, for the purposes of thisyhich utilizes a dull-pointed, metal, barbless hook attached to a
chapterare defined as follows: _ ~ staf to remove a turtle from a body of water

(1) Closedseason is that period of the year not included in the (7) | engthof fish is, unless otherwise specified, that distance
openseason for each species of faprovided in this chapter measuredn a straight line from the tip of the snout to the outer

(29.041) most end of the tail with the tail or caudal fin fully extended.
(2) “Commercialfish” means rough and detrimental fish ag29.041)
defined by this chaptershovelnose (hackleback) gaon 25 (7m) “Lower pool 7” means that part of the Mississippi river

incheslong or longer only when taken on setlines, catfish 1ﬁoundedon the north by an imaginary line at a compass bearing
incheslong or longer or 12 inches long or longer dressed and bk 651/, degreedrom river milemarker 709.5 to the north end of
headsof any length when taken with commercial fishing gear ange Burlington Northern and Santa Fe mailroad track bridge
all taken while fishinginder a commerecial fishing license on thenatcrosses the Black riveon the east by the Burlington Northern
Mississippiriver. andSanta Fe main railroad tracks; on the south by the U.S. army
(3) Commercialffishing gear or commercial gear is that equipcorpsof engineers lock andam 7 dike; and on the west by the
mentspecifically authorized for use in commercial fishingltig ~ stateline boundary between tonsin and Minnesota.
chapter(29.041, 29.523, 29.526, 29.533, 29.503, 29.516, 29.522)(7r) “Lower pool 8” means that part of the Mississippi river
(4) Commercialfishing licenses are tho$ieenses issued pur boundedon the north bgtate highway 16; on the east by the-Bur
suantto ss. 29.523, 29.526, 29.533, Stats. (29.041, 29.503) lington Northern and Santa Fe main railroad tracks; on the south
(4g) “Constantnet attendance” means the continuous-preBY the U.S. army corps of engineers lock and dam 8 dike; and on
enceof a commercial fisher who remains on the water or id8e west by the state line boundamgtweerWisconsin and Min
within sight of his or her nets at all times without the aid of visiofesota.
magnifying devices such as binoculars or spotting telescopes,(8) Minnows are all species defined as such in s. 29.001,
exceptthat after a net has been drawn, a licensed commer@aats.,and bullheads not exceeding 4 inches in length. (29.001)
fishermay temporarily leave the net to transport fish taken from (9) Mississippiriver means all waters from the Burlington
the net to a landing. Northernand Santa Fe railroad main trackstiom east side of the
(4m) “Daily bag limit” has the meaning given in s. NR 20.03/ississippiriver extending west from the railroad trackghat
(8) for fish and for turtlesneans the maximum number specifiegbartof the river following the boundary between #tates of Wé-
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consinand Minnesota. Mississippi river includes LaBeralaska dam?7 dike, on the east by the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
andLake Pepin. mainrailroad tracks, on the south by state highway 16, and on the
(10) “Possessiotimit” has the meaning given in s. NR 20.03westby the state line boundary betweems¥énsin and Minne
(31) for fish, except in SNR 21.13 where “possession limit” Sota.
meanghe maximum number of a turtle speciegmup of turtle (16) Wisconsin—Minnesotaoundary waters are those waters
speciesset in s. NR 21.13 which may be possessed by a persokradwn as the Mississippi river lying west of the Burlington Nerth
anytime. ernand Santa Fe railroad main tracks on the easbéitie Missis
(11) Roughfish are all species defined as such in s. 29.00dippiriver, Lake St. Croix, the St. Croix river from the Burlington
Stats. including amur carp which is also knowngrass carpCte- Northernand Santa Fe railroad bridge at Prescott, da tanorth
nopharyngodoridella). (29.001, 29.041) erly direction as the St. Croix river forms and acts as boundary
(11f) “Seine” has the meaning found in s. 29.522, Stats. Watersbetween the states ofisfonsin and Minnesotand the St.
ouis river from the north—south consin—Minnesota boundary
ine downstream to the Lake Superior beach line in the Superior
entryincluding St. Louis baySuperior bayl ittle Pokegama bay
ilﬁokegamebay upstream to highway 105, Kimballs pbepward
bay, Allouez bay and all other bays connected to the St. Louis

(11m) “Seinehaul” means a single setting, retrieval and-em
tying of a seine, including placemeuftthe net, driving fish in the
directionof the net, drawing difting the net, or both, to entrap
fish by retrievingone or both ends of the net, bagging the fish
the net, sorting and removal dhe game fish in the net andriver
removalof all fish from the net. A singlseine haul may take more™ "~ * ' o .
thanone day to complete from the tirtfe net is set until all ish apr 1963, No. 528, 615 163 7and 6cK(), ReGETFEbAYISST No 42,

havebeen removed from the net. eff. 3-1-91; am. (2), RegisteDecember1993, No. 456, &f1-1-94; cr (4m), (6m)
(12) Setlines are also known as trotlines. (29.041, 29.533)(ag?)j%‘zTf’Egg‘ﬁé:%g?gﬁ?:(}g)ﬁgﬁ?g:‘]%%gfgfgﬁflz;ggﬂhﬁ?ﬁ%)’

1 i i 1 i i i an V), RegIs! ctobe| , NO. , —1-9¢; am , Regis ay,
mo(r}lyg/)kr?()pv%tfellsshhn(?of gr?é’f Ilisr?em%s’r;ri]r?é]uglrne?ng?ngevtvmci)gr? i(;(?(r:r; %?é%c”)'e?_zi?t_%g_l_gg; rCR 04-024: am. (4m) and (10) F(leg)ister gDec%mbgr 2004
ductedwithout a commercial fishinficense and with other than
commercialfishing gearbutdoes not include the taking of turtles Subchapter| — Sport Fishing

andtortoises. (29.041)
(14) Stretchmeasure is the extension measure of net meshyg 2103 Reciprocity , sport fishing or spearing and

sizewhenever the size of mesh of a net is specified. Stretch mg% netting. Al residentsof Wisconsin and Minnesota holding
sureshall mean the distance between the extreme angles of gi¥sident fishing license from their respective statessidents
single mesh with the mesh fully stretched. (29.041, 29.518herthan Wsconsin and Minnesota holding an angling or sport
29.523,29.526) fishing license issued by either stateay fish in any of the waters
(15) Supervisomeans any department employee assigned @ff the Mississippi rivetying between the Burlington Northern
designatedto oversee fishing activities conducted under thisndSanta Fe railroad tracks on thés¢onsin side of the river and
chapter(29.041) the Chicago, Milwaukee, St. Paul and Pacific railroad tracks on
(15m) “Turtle”, as used in this chapteneans a reptileaving the Minnesota side of the riveincluding all sloughs and backwa
horny, toothless jaws and a body encloged bony or leathery ters,bays and newly-extended water areas connected with the
shellinto which the head, limbs and tail maymetially or fully  mainchannel of the Mississippi river by a channel which is-navi
withdrawn,and includes parts of turtles and turtle eggs. gableat periods when the water is approximately equal to normal
(15p) “Upper pool 7" means that part of the Mississippi riveP00! elevation as created by the U.S. department of the amdy

: the waters of Lake St. Croix, and the St. Croix river ancbthe
boundedon the north by the U.S. army corps of engineers lock and - .~ _ - ; ; . . : .
damé dike; on the eas% by the BurlinétonpNorthagd Santa Fe Couisriver as defined is. NR 21.02 (16). This reciprocity applies
main railroad tracks; on the south by an imaginary line at a coﬂg%;gﬁg%'g'?gﬁ%rsgﬁgﬂr}%’h(ijr;p néeztgrgjﬂ tg% tgllflsn)g of min
paSSbearing of 65/2 .deQreeS from river mile marker 709'5 t(_) th@ History: Cr. RggisterFebruary1979 Nogé78 éf.3—l—’79' ar.n RegisteOcto
north endof the Burlington Northern and Santa Fe main railroagk;, 1998 No. 514, &f11-1-98. R T

track bridge that crosses the Black river; amdthe west by the

stateline boundary between i8¢onsin and Minnesota. NR 21.04 Sport fishing; seasons and limits. All regu
(15v) “Upper pool 8’ means that part of the Mississippi rivedationsapplicable to sport fishing are fdlows unless expressly

boundedon the north by the U.S. army corps of engineers lock aptbvidedelsewhere in this chapter or the I428.11, 29.041)

Kind of fish and locality Open season (both dates inclusive)  Daily bag limit Minimum length (inches)

(1) LARGEMOUTH AND SMALLMOUTH BASS

(a) St. Louis river Saturday preceding Memorial Day to 5 in aggregate 14
March 1

(b) St. Croix river upstream from the dam at St. Croix FallsSaturday preceding Memorial Day to, 5 in aggregate 14

but not including, the second Monday
in September

Second Monday in September to
March 1

(c) St. Croix river downstream from the dam at St. Croix Saturday preceding Memorial Day to 5 in aggregate 14
Falls to the highway #10 bridge at Prescott March 1

(d) Mississippi river Continuous 5 in aggregate 14
(2) WALLEYE AND SAUGER
(a) St. Croix river downstream to Prescott SaturdaynearesMay 1 o March 1  6in aggregate No size limit for saugerl5 for walleye

(c) Mississippi river Continuous 6 in aggregate No size limit for saugerl5 for walleye
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DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES

NR 21.04

Kind of fish and locality

Open season (both dates inclusive)

Daily bag limit

Minimum length (inches)

(d) St. Louis river

(3) NORTHERN PIKE

(a) St. Croix river downstream to Prescott

(b) Mississippi river from Prescott downstream

(c) St. Louis river

(4) WHITE OR YELLOW BASS, CRAPPIES, ROCK
BASS, SUNFISH OR BLUEGILLS AND YELLOW
PERCH

(5) CATFISH

(a) St. Louis River and St. Croix river downstream to the

highway #10 bridge at Prescott

(b) Mississippi river from Prescott downstream
(6) BULLHEADS

(7) LAKE STURGEON

(a) St. Croix river

(b) Mississippi river St. Louis river and St. Croix river
upstream from the dam at St. Croix Falls

(8) SHOVELNOSE STURGEON

(a) Mississippi river from the Red g dam upstream and

the St. Croix and St. Louis rivers

(b) Mississippi river from the Red M§ dam downstream

(9) PADDLEFISH (SPOONBILL CAFISH)
(10) ROUGH FISH
(11) MUSKELLUNGE

Saturday 2 weeks prior to the Saturday? in aggregate

nearest Memorial Day to March 1

Saturdayneares May 1 to March 1

Continuous

5

5

Saturday 2 weeks prior to the Saturday?

nearest Memorial Day to March 1

Continuous

Continuous
Continuous

Continuous

First Saturday in September to
September 30

October 1 to October 15

No open season

No open season

Continuous
No open season

Continuous

(a) St. Croix river and Mississippi river from Prescott dewrSaturday nearest Memorial Day to

stream

(b) St. Louis river

(12) CRAYFISH (29.415-new)
(13) TROUT AND SALMON St. Louis river

(14) OTHER SPECIES

March 1

Saturday nearest Memorial Day to
March 1

May 1 to March 1

First Saturday in May at 5:00 a.m. to
September 30, except as providedin
NR 20.20 (16) (g) 1.

25 of each

10 in aggregate

25 in aggregate
No bag limit

1 per season

0 (Catch-and-
release only)

No bag limit

No bag limit

5 in aggregate of
which only 2 may
be brown trout
exceeding 15
and only 1 of
which may be
rainbow trout

No size limit for saugen5 for walleye

No size limit
No size limit

No size limit

No size limit

No size limit

No size limit

No size limit

60 inches

No size limit

No size limit

40 inches

50 inches

No size limit

Brook trout 8
brown trout 10
rainbow trout 12
salmon 12

Inland regulations of adjoining counties as contained in ch.

NR 20 apply
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(15) No person may have in possession or under control more(2) Any fish takenand retained in possession that is not
thanthe daily bag limit of fish or turtles while on the ice, watergeleasedreely into the water immediately afteapture shall be
bankor shore of the W¥consin-Minnesota boundary waters. consideredpart of the anglés daily bag limit.

(16) A person may not possess or haweler control more  (3) Possessiownf illegal equipment. No speaspring gaff or
than2 times the daily bag limit of fish, or more than the possessibow and arrow shall be possessed in a fish house (shanty). No per
limit of turtles when not on the waters or ice during the open sganshall have in possession on the water or immediate banks of
sonfor each species. the water any speabow and arrover similar device except dur

History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79; am. (7) (a) and.cr ing the open season.
(7) (b), RegisterDecember1987, No. 384, éf1-1-88; am. (1) (a), renum. (1) (b) X . .
to be (1) (c), cr(1) (b), RegisteNovember1988, No. 395, &f12-1-88; emey. am. (4) No person mayish by snagging, foul h00k|n.g or atterpt
(2),(3) and (1), ef. 4-25-89; am. (1) (c), (2) to (4) andLfirenum, (13) to (15) to ing to hook fish other than in the mouth. Possessing, retaining or

be(14) to (16), cr(13), RegisterDecember1989, No. 408, &f1-1-90;am. (7) and i ; ; 3 f
(11() (a))' R(egiéten(:egruar)?lggl No a e 1ot e ) () (c)f ()7) ), failing to immediately release fish hookether than in the mouth

(8) (a), (1) (a) and (13), RegisteDecember1993, No. 456, &1-1-94; am. (1), IS prohibited.

RegisterDecember1996, No. 492, €f4-1-97; rand recr(15), RegisterOctobey History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79; am(1) (a), Register
1998, No. 514, éf10-1-98r. (2) (b), am. (2) (c), Registefanuary1999, No. 517, December1985,No. 360, ef 1-1-86; am. (1) (d), Registedovember1994, No.
eff. 4-1-99; am. (1), RegisteDecember1999, No. 528, &/4-1-00; CR 01-012: 467, ef. 1-1-95; am. (2), Registevlay, 1996, No. 485, &f6-1-96; CR 01-012: cr
am.(2) (a) and (3) (a), Register November 2001 No. 5514e1-02; correction in  (4), Register November 2001 No. 551, é-1-02; CR 08-010: am. (1) (b) and (d)
(13) was made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b) 7., Stats., Register November 2001 No. isteNovember 2008lo. 635, df 4-1-09; CR 09-051: am. (1) (d) Register June
CR04-024: am(16) Register December 2004 No. 588, f1-05; CR 06—QlL am.  2010No. 654, ef 7-1-10.

(2) (a) and (d) and (Fp) Register September 2006 No. 609, 4f1-07; CR 07-014:

am.(11) (b) Register January 2008 No. 625, €f1-08; CR08-012: am. (7) (a) Reg ichi ; ;
ister August 2008 No. 632, efl-1-09;CR 10-025: am. (7) (a) Register October NR 21.065 FIShlng near d.ams' Notwithstanding ss. NR
2010No. 658, eff. 1-1-10. 21.11 and 21.15, which remain in f&fct, no person may fish

: ) . within 200 feet of any fishwayock or dam byany means other
NR 21.05 Sale of fish. (1) Fish, other than rough fish dur thanhook and line.

ing the open season, taken by hook &nd, spear or bow and  History: CR 01-012: crRegister November 2001 No. 551, é-1-02.

arrow shall not be sold, purchasdsirtered, déred for sale, or

undercontrol or in possession for the purposesale or barter NR 21.07 Ice fishing shelters. Buildings, vehicles,

(23.11,29.503, 29.539) tents,fish shanties or similar enclosuresy be used on the ice for
(2) Roughfish taken by other than commercial gear rhay fishing purposes on the Mississippi riyéiake St. Croix, the St.

boughtand sold during the open season. A wholesale fish dealdproix river andSt. Louis river as defined in s. NR 21.02 (16) from

license is required if such fish aseld to any person other than thdhetimethe ice forms; provided, howeyéhat all such enclosures

final consumer(23.11, 29.503, 29.539) or shelters shall be removed from the ice on or before March 1 of
History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, €f3-1-79. eachyear The door of any such enclosure sirelter must be
o o equippedwith a latch which will permit the door to be readily
NR 21.06 Sport fishing restrictions. (1) Exceptas openedrom the outside at all times while the enclosure or shelter
otherwise expressly provided, only the following methods ofs occupied. The name and residential address of the persen own
mannerf fishing shall be lawful. Any person: (29.041) ing such shelter or enclosure must be painted or permanently

(a) May fish for fish with no more than 3 hooks, baits or luregiffixed in the English language on the outside of the structure with

(b) May use landingiets and a gabnly for the purpose of letteringa minimum of one inch square. Resident§\igconsin
landinga fish that is legally hooked. Howeytanding nets may Or Minnesota angling from a fish house shall comply with the law
be used to remove winterkilled fish ihose areas and at thoseof their respective states relative to licensing and identification of
timesdesignated by the department by postamy to net fish as fish houses. Residents of states other th&tisin and Minne
authorizedwith the use of dip nets under this chapter or ch. NR Z&gRtawho hold a nonresident fishing license from either state must

(c) May take, catch, kill or fish for fish by means of trollingc@MPly with the law of the issuing state relative to the licensing
from a motor—driven boat, sailboat or other boats. andidentification of fish houses. (29.404, 29.041)

. - . . History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &3-1-79.
(d) Exceptin Lake Superipits bays andributaries, may take e giste uary

roughfish by means of spgdrow and arrow or dip nets and land Subchapter |l — Minnows
ing nets not to exceed 24 inches in diameter or square only from
sunrise to sunset from the Saturday nearest &frib March 1, NR 21.08 Minnow nets and traps. Except as provided

exceptthat theuse of dip nets and landing nets not to exceed s NR 20.20 and 21.06 (1) (d), no person tag fish other
inchesin diameter or square for the taking of rough fish inhe  {hansmelt with nets or traps the St. Louis riveNo person may
Croix river downstream to the St. Croix Falam is permitted 5ke minnows or shiners from tH&t. Louis river Only those min
from the Saturday nearest May 15 to June 30 eachaedibow oy seines, minnow dip nets, cast nets, minnow traps or crayfish
andarrow may be possessed and used for spearing rough fish fedfopsiescribed afollows and operated in the manner specified
sunseto sunrise during the open season for spearing rough flﬁlﬂay be used for the taking of minnows:

(e) May only fish with a line or lines while they are attended. Note: For the reference to s. NR 20.20, see (73) (L) 5. of that table.
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287 DEPARTMENT OF NATURAL RESOURCES NR 21.11
Type of Gear Period Gear May be Used Specifications Restrictions
(a) Seine All year Seines shall not exceed 50 feet in length and 8 feet

in width flat measure and shall not contain mesh
which exceeds one-half inch stretch measure.

(b) Dip Net All year Dip nets shall consist of a square or round frame n@ip nets may only be used by the method of raising
to exceed 8 feet in diameter or square with netting or lowering them in a vertical direction.
suspended from it which when lifted makes a bag
not to exceed 4 feet deep.

(c) Traps All year Traps shall not exceed 24 inches in length and 16 Traps must have securely attached to them a label
inches in diameter with an opening in the throat of or tag bearing the name and address of the owner in
the trap no lager than one and one-half inches in the English language.

diameter.
Traps must be raised and the minnows removed at
least once a day between one hour before sunrise
and one hour after sunset.
(d) Cast Net All year Cast nets shall not exceed 7 feet in diameter or mesh

of more than one-half inch stretch measure.

(e) Crayfish Scoop All year A metal frame covered with hardware cloth not to May be used to harvest crayfish, minnows and
exceed 4 feet in length, 2 feet in width and 18 inchekagon fly larva.
in depth. A handle of any length may be attached.

History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, £f3-1-79; emay. am. (intro.), df 4-25-89; am. (intro.), Registddbecember1989, No. 408, & 1-1-90; am. (intro.),
RegisterDecember1993, No. 456, &1-1-94; CR04-024: am. (intro.) Register December 2004 No. 5881€1-04; correction in (intro.) made under s. 13.93 (2m) (b)
7., Stats., Register December 2004 No. 588.

NR 21.09 Carp as bait. Live carp takerand possessed for  (cm) No person may set, place, tend or operate any netor set
the purpose of bait shall only be transported by boat or other flofihe that is marked or tagged with the license number or metal tag
ing conveyance while in possession orsténsin—Minnesota of another persorexcept for crew members acting under the
boundarywaters and by vehicle on and including state highwalirectionof the licensee while the licensee is present.

35 androads west from itory, Vernon county to junction with  (d) There are no bag limits for any commercial species other

federalhighway 63 Pierce count{23.11, 29.509) than are expressly provided in this chap{29.041)
History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79. (e) Improperly placed or tagganbmmercial fishing gear is a
Subchapter Il — Commer cial Fishing public nuisance and will be seized and held by the department sub

jectto order of the court.

NR 21.10 Boundary water restriction. For the purpose (g) No licenseccommercial fisher or any member of his or her
of fishing under a commercial fishiriggense or the taking of crewor any person with the commercial fisher or crew may pos
turtles, licensed persons are restricted to the state boundaries@gsany game fish that arot commercial fish while operating
the state they are licensed undEne operation of any commercialcommercialgear on the ice or in the open watershef state or
fishing gear or turtle traps beyond the state line boundaries of theentraveling to or from the operation of the gear
statein which the license was issued is prohibited. (h) No person may possess or control commercial fistpirag

History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79; rand rect Register  not authorized for use in the i¥¢onsin—Minnesota boundary
October,1998, No. 514, €f10-1-98. watersby this chapter while on the ice the open waters of the

NR 21.11 Commercial fishing restrictions. (1) Gen- Stateor while engaged in a fishing operation involving those
ERAL RESTRICTIONS. No person may conduct commercial fishingVaters.
operationsunless he or she has first obtained the appropriate(i) All fishers required to be licensed under the provisions of
licenseor licenses required under s. 29.523, 29.526 and 29.588,29.523 and 29.533, Stats., shall complete and submit monthly
Stats.A commercial fisher shall carry each license with or her reportson forms available from the department. All reports shall
atall times while engaged in any part of commercial fisliing besubmitted to the department by the 10th of the mimithwing
shall exhibit the license to the department or its wardens @achmonth the commercial fisher is required to be licensed. Each
demand. monthly report shall be signed by the commercial fisl&rch

(a) All game fish that are not commercial fish and all fish th&ommercialfisher shall report all fish sold, whether these fish
arelisted in ch. NR 27 as endangered or threatspedies that are werelegally or illegally taken or obtained.
takenwith any net or setline shdle immediately returned to the (k) Commercial fish taken by commercial gear pursuant to this
waterwith as little injuryas possible as soon as they appear in tabapter may be sold only by the licensed commercial fishese
operation.Seines may not be bagged in a manner that causes eigg@rwasused to take the fish. A commercial fisher may not sell
gamefish that are not commercial fish or fish that are listed in cfish taken under the authority ahother fishés license, unless he
NR 27 as endangered or threatened species tohilie bagged in  or she sells the other fisherfish under the authority of a whele
the net. The presence of dead game fish dnatnot commercial salefish dealers license.
fish or dead fish that are listed in ch. NR 27 as endangered or(L) Metal identification tags wilbe furnished by the depart
threatenedpecies in a seine bag sz prima facie evidence of mentata cost of 25 cents per tag, unless they are forfalbpf

aviolation of this paragraph. frame, slat or trammel net where the cost is ¢&hts per tag.
(b) Each commercial fisher shall be present at all times whéz.11,29.523, 29.526, 29.533)
anyof his or her nets or setlines are set, placed, tendzzkoated. (p) The department or its agents may require any operator of

(c) Measurement of mesh size is by stretch measure. Sacty commercial fishing gear teease the fishing operations when
measurementapply to net meshes when in use andlfmvance the department finds these operations are destruoty@me fish
will be madefor the shrinkage due to any cause. (29.041, 29.518,they will endanger any other species of wild animal. (29.041)
29.522) () The department by its agents, employees or wardens may
(cf) Noperson may mark or tag a net or setline with his or hier the absence of tHeensee, at any time, raise any commercial
license number or metal tag if the oetsetline is already marked fishing gear with as little damage as may be for inspection.123.1
or tagged by another licensed commercial fisher 29.516)
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(r) The use or operation of all commercial gear except thoséh as little injury as possible to the water from which tiveye
authorized in this chapter is prohibited in the i$¥onsin— taken.
Minnesotaboundary waters with the exception of such nets as 10 Ng Jicenseanay join his or her net to that of any other
may be authorized by the department. The specifications for tig,nsee
netsoperated underontract with the department must be agree )
uponbetween the states ofisitonsin and Minnesota. (3) SEINES; SEASONS,CLOSED AREAS, SEINE RESTRICTIONS. In
(2) GILL NETS: SEASONS, CLOSED AREAS, GILL NET RESTRIG the Wisconsin—Minnesota boundawaters, no person may con

TIoNs. In the Wsconsin-Minnesota boundary waters, peyson ductcommercial fishing operations withe use of seines except

may conduct commercidishing operations with the use of gill in the ma_nner prescriped as follows: )
nets,drive netting, deadset gill nets or driset gill nets exceptin (&) Seines of any size may be used year round in the waters of
the manner prescribed as follows: the Mississippi rivey Lake St. Croix and the St. Croix rivéowrn

(a) Gill nets may be used year round on the Mississipei, streamfrom the U.S. highway 8 bridge located in St. Croix Falls,

exceptfor the areas listed in pars. (b) and (c). No person md?ceptfor the closed areas listed in pars. (b) and (c). No person

engagen drive netting of fish from the closed areas listed in p oaa);su?)(leugS\é(resnc‘)ergltrll%rtes%r:mgu;rsoézcclﬁgnc?e\l/hiiznéso{oalékr)i(\)/gt?i’sh

b).
() fgom the closed ares listed in pars. (b) and (c).

(b) No person may set or use gill nets in the following area b v closed ith feet bel
1. Within 900 feet below any U.Sorps of engineers lock or . | () Pérmanently closed aas. 1. Within 900 feet below any
U.S. corps of engineers lock and dam on the Mississippi.river

damon the Mississippi river 2
2. Goose lake lying in Pierce county

2. Goose lake lying in Pierce county ]
3. Trempealeau lakes known as Second, Third and Round

3. All of upper pool 8. lakeslying in Trempealeau count
4. Trempealeau lakes known as Second, Third and Roung‘ ying p . y . _
lakeslying in Trempealeau county 4. Lagoon, which is located on Barron island within ¢be

5. In the Mississippi river within 300 feet of the mouth of angl(;zitr%&ggzlﬁ;t&es?atéogié‘ﬁvsarisfgis well as the connecting

streamtributary to the Mississippi river ©S llv closed 1. Pool 4. betw . ile 780
c) Seasonally closed @as. 1. Pool 4, between river mile
6. In lower pool 8, BlufSlough from 7th Streetownstream and797, closed from March 1 through May 31,

to where Bluf Slough enters Running Slough. -
2. In upper pool 8, the Black river from the Onalaska 9-foot

(c) No person may set or use the typegilbhets listed in this . . . ’
paragraphin the following areas, during the periods indicated: fsrlglrlLW:gr(ijlalTS ?ﬁvgﬂggeggcfgé?g OS.OO Line railroad bridge, closed

1. Open water gill nesets are prohibited in Lake St. Croix

from the highway 64 bridge at Houlton, downstream to its cenflu  3- In lower pool 8, BlufSlough from 7th Streetownstream
encewith the M|Ss|ss|pp| river at all times. to Where Bluf S|Ough enterﬁunnlng Slough, Closed from Aprll

2. Deadset gill nets and drive set gill nets may not be used #? through October 30. _
pool 4, between river mile 780 and 797 from March 1 through (d) A commercial fisher and his or her crew members may not

May 31. removemore than 100 pounds of catfish per seine haul from the
3. Dead set gill nets may not be used in all of lower paul 7 Saturday nearest October 1 to April 30.
anytime. (e) A commercial fisher and his or her crevembers may not
(d) Additional gill net restrictions. 1. Only gill nets with a takemore than 100 pounds of catfish per dageines regardless
meshof 7 inches stretch measure oglar may be used. of the number of seine hauls done in one ftayn the Saturday
2. Gill nets may not be used as a drift net and may not be ufggrest October 1 through April 30.

asor in place of a seine. (f) A commercial fisher ankdis or her crew members may only
3. At each end of every gill net set in open water thbed take 100 pounds of catfish from a seine haul even if the seine haul

be a buoy on each end of the gang. The buoys shall have a éahesmore than one day to complete. .
extendingat least 3 feet abowhe surface of the watdgpon the ~ (9) Shovelnose (hackleback) gjebn may not be takein
upperend of thestaf there shall be a flag at least 10 inches squa®€INes.
Uponthe bowl of the buoys there shall be maintained in plain fig (h) Seines may not be drawn, lifted or operateany manner
uresthe license number of the licensee. On gill nets set through betweernone-half hour after sunset and one—half hour before sun
ice there shalbe maintained on each end of the gang a boardrise without permission of the department.
similar material which shall bear the license number authorizingNote: Contact a local departmertnservation warden or fish manager to request
the use of the net. prior permission.
4. Each gill net set in open water shall be lifted and emptied () A seine may not be used as a drift net at any time.
of all fish at least once each day following the day set. Each gill (j) All game fish that are not commercial fish and all fish that
netset under the ice shall be lifted and emptied of fish at least o@a¢elisted in ch. NR 27 as endangered or threatspedies that are
every?2 days following the day set. takenin seines shall be immediately returned to the water with as
5. Gill nets may not be set, drawn, lifted or operated in afi{fl® injury as possible as soon as they appear irogeeation.
mannerbetween one-half hour after sunset and one hour befg@@inesmay not be bagged in a manner that causes eitherfigme

sunrisewithout prior permission of the department. thatare not commercial fish or fish that are listeath. NR 27 as
Note: Contact a local departmerinservation warden or fish manager to requesgndangeredr threatened species to die while bagged in the net.
prior permission. The presence of dead game fish that are not commercial fish or
6. Gill nets may not be set in a manner that will shiitrafre  deadfish that are listed in ch. NR 27 as endangered or threatened
thanone-half the width of any channel, bay or slough. species in a seine bag shall be prima facie evidence of a violation

7. A gill net may not be setithin 1,000 feet of any other net. Of this paragraph. Rough fish that are not listed in ch. NR 27 as
8. Shovelnose (hackleback) steon may not be taken in gil endangeredr threatened species and commercial fish that are
nets ' baggedas part of a seine haul may not be held in any bag, seine

or other type of live box for more than 24 hours without priof per
9. Game fish that are not commercial fish and other fish t%&asionfr{)?n thel\(/jepa)r(tment. urs without prior p

arelisted in Ch-_ NR 27 as ende_mgere(_:i or threatened species whi te: Contact a local departmetnservation warden or fish manager to request
are taken by gill nets shall be immediatedyurned, carefully and prior permission.
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(k) Seines may not be set or operated in a manner that will(7) INCIDENTAL TURTLE CATCH. Turtles taken incidentaio
shut-off more than one-half the width of any channel, bay dicensedcommercial fishing operations may be possessatl
slough. sold.

i ithi istory: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79; am. (1) (n), Register
(L) No seine may be set or operated within 1,000 feet of angember;L%l, No. 312, &f1-1-82; am. (1) (n) and (0), RegistBecember1989,

other net. No. 408, ef. 1-1-90; r and recr(1) (n) and (o), Registe®ctober 1991, No. 430,

m) No licensee or crewmember may join a net to that of anyeff. 11-1-91, r (1) (i), RegisterMay, 1996, No. 485, &f6-1-96; r and recr(1)
oth(erl)icensee & yﬁn"o-)v (b) and (f), am. (1) (a), (9), (), (i) and (K), @) (cf), (cm), (e) and (2) to (7),
. r. (1) (m), (n) and (0)Register Octobey 1998, No. 514, &f11-1-98; CR 01-012:

(4) SETLINES; SEASONS,CLOSEDAREAS, SETLINE RESTRICTIONS. @M. (2) (a), Register November 2001 No. 558 4f1-02.
In the Wisconsin—-Minnesota boundary waters, no person may
conductcommercialfishing operations with the use of setlines SubchapterlV — Turtles
exceptin the manner prescribed as follows:

(a) Setlines may be used in thaters of the Mississippi river ~NR 21.13 Turtles. (1) AppLicABILITY. This sectiorapplies
from the Saturday nearest April 1 to October 31, except for tf the taking and possession of turtles in thésddhsin—
closedareas listed in pars. (b) and (c). Minnesotaboundary waters.

(b) Permanently closed aas. 1. Within 900 feet below any ~ (2) SEASONS;POSSESSIONAND DAILY BAG LIMITS. NO person

U.S. corps of engineers lock or dam on the Mississippiriver May take turtles on the stonsin-Minnesota boundaryaters
2. Goose lake lying in Pierce county exceptduring the open season established in subF@t)the pur

. poseof Wisconsin—Minnesota boundary water turtle harvest, the
3. Trempealeau lakes known as Second, Third and Rouﬂgssessioﬂimits are the same as the daily bag limits.

Lakeslying in Tre”?pe?"ea“ county . - (3) ApDITIONAL RESTRICTIONS. No person may do any of the
4. Lagoon, which is located on Barron island within ¢be following:

poratecity limits of LaCrosse, as well as the connecting waterway (a) Take, possess control a turtle unless the person is in-pos

southto state highway 16. . sessiorof a valid approval issued under s. 29.624, 29.28204,
5. In upper pool 8, the Black river from the Onalaska 9-fogig 207 29.231 or 29.235, Stats., which authorittesshunting of
spillway dam downstream to the Soo Line railroad bridge.  small game, oran approval issued under s. 29.624, 29.228,
(c) Seasonally closed eas. 1. Pool 4, between river mile 78029.219,29.231, 29.23529.523, 29.526, 29.529, Stats., which
and797, closed from March 1 through May 31. authorizedishing.

2. In lower pool 8, BlufSlough from 7th Streetownstream (b) Take turtles by methods other than hoop net tirdips

to where Bluf Slough enterRunning Slough, closed from April complyingwith par (c), hand, hook and linepoking or inciden

15 through October 30. tal to commercial fishingwthorized under this chapter by a fisher
(d) Each licensee is limited to 8 setlines with not to exceed@SSessin@ valid license issuashder s. 29.523, 29.526, 29.529,

total of 50 hooks on each line or 4 setlines with not to ex¢eed >tats.

hookson each line. (c) Use a hoop net turtle trap to trap turtles, except when taken
(e) No person may use frogs game fish, whether dead orPY @ licensed commercial fisher under s. 29.523, Stats., incidental

alive, or any part of a frog or game fish as bait on a setline in t fishing authorized under those licenses, unless it complies with
Missfssippiriver. all of the following criteria:

There shall be a buoy at each ehévery setline. The buoys __ 1+ It iS constructed with no less than 6 inch streterasure
shé?lhave a stéfextending g\t least 3 feet alrayove the surface o); tfgeshnet as defined in s. NR 25.02 (28).
water.Upon the upper end of each bthkre shall be a flag at least 2. The net is nylon or other stretchable fabrigre/¥haynot
10 inches square. Upon the bowl of each buoy there shall be ma@used.
tainedin plain figures the license number of the licensee. 3. Itis constructed with funnel entrance at one or both ends
(9) Setlines shall be marked byretal tag which is stamped which are tied df to the sides or the opposite ends. The opening
to designatehe number of the license issued to the commercial the funnel may be round or oval.

fisher using the setline. The tag shall be attached to the buoy or4, It is designed and set so the closed sides sit horizontal in
staff at one end of the setline so that the tag will be visible aboyg water

the surface of the water Note: There is no restriction on the size of the trap itself or the number of hoops
(h) Setlines set in open water shall be lifted and all figfpedin its construction. w
removedat least once each day following the day set. (d) Use a hoop net turtle trap unless it is placed on the bed of

(i) Setlines may not be set, lifted, hauled or operated in

aﬁg{;stream, riverlake or pond so that a minimum @fnches of
mannerbetween one-half hour after sunset and one hour bef

gtrap is above the watsrsurface.

sunrisewithout prior permission of the department. (e) Use a hoop net turtle trap unless it is checked and the
Note: Contact a local departmeranservation warden or fish manager to requesgntrappectontents removed at least once each day
prior permission. (f) Place, use or tend more than 10 hoop net turtle traps.

(i), Setlines may not be set in a manner whicltks of more (g) Use a hoop net turtle trap unless a stamped or engraved

than?/4thewidth of any slough, bay or chanrelany type of boat metaltag,bearing the name and address of the operator of the trap
traffic. _ _in the English language, is attached in a matinat is visible
(k) Shovelnose (hackleback) gjeon 25 inches and over inabovewater and legible at all times.

lengthmay be taken. _ _ _ (h) Place, use or tend a hoop net turtle trap or remove its
(L) Game fish and other fish that are listed in ch. NR 27 astrappectontents unless that persierthe operator identified on
endangeredr threatenedpecies which are taken by setline shathe trap tag.

beimmediately returned, carefully and with as little injury as pos (i) Placeset or use a hoop net turtle trap within 200 feet of any

sibleto the water from which they were taken. fishway, lock or dam.

(5) BUFFALO AND FRAMENETS. No person may use Hafo or () Place, set or use any hook and line, setline or bank pole for
framenets. takingturtles in a manner or at atigne during which these meth

(6) S.AT AND TRAMMEL NETS. NO person may use slat or tram ods are not allowed for taking fish under ss. #R06 and NR
mel nets. 20.12.
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(4) SEASONSAND LIMITS:

Open seasons Daily bag and

Turtle species (both dates inclusive) possession limit Size limit
(a) Snapping turtle July 15 to Nov30 10 12 inch minimum

16 inch maximum

top shell measured from front to back
(b) Softshell turtle July 15 to Nov30 5 None
(c) All other turtles not listed as threatened July 15 to Nov30 5 in total None
or endangered in ch. NR 27

(d) Turtles incidentally taken in licensed Continuous None None

commercial fishing operations

History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, €f3-1-79; r and recrRegister February1997, No. 494, £f3-1-97; CR 09-051: c(3) (i) and (j) Register June 2010
No. 654, ef. 7-1-10.

SubchapterV — General Provisions (2) No person may taken, catdtisturb, kill or fish for fish of
any variety from March 1 to April 30 within 30f@et below the
NR 21.14 Transportation of fish and turtles. (1) Any following structures unless posted open with department signs:
properlylicensed resident or nonresident holder of an angling or (&) Buffalo county (No. 6) Dam 4 at Aima.
commercialfishing license from the state of Minnesota having (b) Pierce county (No. 48) Dam 3 at Red Mg.
lawfully takenfish or turtles in the boundary waters described in History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &3-1-79; emag. ct (3) (a), ef
this chapter during the open season therefary land on the W- ™ ~80.
consinside of thesaid boundary waters and shall transport such NR 21.16 Taking of fish by and for the department.
fish with him to the state of Minnesota kiye most convenient, Nothing in this chapter prohibits the department by contract or
practicableroute. (23.1, 29.041, 29.045) otherwisefrom carrying out its management of these boundary
History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &éf3-1-79. waters as requiredby the law or department policy23.09,
29.401,29.421, 29.424, 29.417)
NR 21.15 Fish refuges. (1) No person may take, catch, History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &f3-1-79.
disturb, kill or fish for fish of any variety in any manner from

: : P NR 21.17 Conflicting rules.  Where there are défrences
March 15 through April 25 both dates inclusive, in, on or along th . -
following described water areas: (23.09) Ifi elements of the boundawaters regulations of Minnesota and

.. . . Wisconsin,anglers and commercifishers must comply with the
~ (a) La Crosse county (No. 32)That part of the Mississippi regulationsof the statavhose territorial waters they are fishing in.
river beginning at the Onalaska damttie city of Onalaska, and (23.11,29.041, 29.045)

extendingdownstream for a distance of 300 feet. History: Cr. RegisterFebruary1979, No. 278, &3-1-79.
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